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state the views in a different language. But I could no more
resist the organizers of my tour than I could a bosom friend like
Hakim Saheb. But I told them that my speech might prove em-
barrassing. Had I been absolutely hostile to the movement, I
should, of course, have declined the honour at any cost. But I
could reconcile myself to the performance subject to the conditions
I named at the meeting. I hope that the college of which I laid
the foundation and to which I understand the founder, himself a
Kavirqj) had devoted a princely sum, will contribute to the allevi-
ation of real suffering and make discoveries and researches in
Ayurveda that will enable the poorest in the land to know and
use the simple indigenous drugs and teach people to learn the
laws of preventing disease rather than curing them.

My quarrel with the medical profession in general is that it
ignores the soul altogether and strains at nothing in seeking merely
to repair such a fragile instrument as the body. Thus ignoring
the soul, the profession puts men at its mercy and contributes to
the diminution of human dignity and self-control. I note with
thankfulness that in the West a school of thought is rising slowly
but surely which takes count of the soul in trying to repair a di-
seased body and which, therefore, relies less on drugs and more
on nature as a powerful healing agent. My quarrel with the pro-
fessors of Ayurvedic system is that many of them, if not indeed a
vast majority of them, are mere quacks pretending to know much
more than they actually do, arrogating to themselves an infalli-
bility and ability to cure all diseases. These gentlemen have no
humility in them. They will not study the Ayurvedic system and
wrest from it the secrets which appear at present to be completely
hidden from the world. They impute to Ayurveda an omnipotence
which it does not possess, and in so doing they have made it a
stagnant system instead of a gloriously progressive science. I
know of not a single discovery or invention of any importance on
the part of Ayurvedic physicians as against a brilliant array of
discoveries and inventions which Western physicians and surgeons
boast. In fact, Ayurvedic physicians' diagnosis, as a rule, consists
in feeling the pulse which, I have known many to claim, en-
ables them to know even whether the patient is suffering from
appendicitis. Whether the science of the pulse ever enabled
ancient physicians to diagnose every known disease no one can
telL But it is certain that the claim cannot be sustained at the
present moment. The only thing Ayurvedic physicians can safely
claim is a knowledge of some vegetable and metallic drugs of
great potency which some of them succeed in administering for